


Hoover’s Capstone Project 
is inspired by the Lewiston-
Porter Eighth Grade Honors 
Project, created in 2016 at 
Lew-Port Middle School by 
then-Principal Dean Ramirez 
and math teacher Nina Calarco.



Videos regarding Angela Lee 
Duckworth’s research on 
growth mindset and grit are 
available on the HMS website.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxb1Jbmdk00


Summer 2018

Begin the 

photo essay project.

Get ready for the 

new school year!

Complete the summer 

reading/book study work.



A PDF version of the summer 
reading overview is available 
on the HMS website.



















Marking Period 1

Participate in 

baseline 

presentations of 

summer work.

Explore potential 

research topics.

Enjoy team-building 

activities with peers.



“What we’re seeing now is a swing back toward a 
recognition that these standardized tests, 
although they serve an important function, are 
limited in their ability to pick up things like grit
and self-control [. . .] gratitude, honesty, 
generosity, empathy for the suffering of others, 
social intelligence, tact, charisma.  These are the 
qualities I want my daughters, who are 10 and 11, 
to have.  Another important quality is being 
proactive—when a kid thinks, ‘I care about the 
whales, and I’m going to start an organization,’ 
and then actually goes out and does that.”



During the first marking period, students will 
complete heart maps, identifying things which 
“fill” their hearts as well as things which “break” 
their hearts.  These maps will guide the students’ 
selection of long-term research topics/questions.
The following heart maps are examples from other 
school districts.











Marking Period 2

Continue research with 

teacher, library media 

specialist, and tech coach.

Think outside the box to 

solve Breakout EDU 

“escape room” scenarios.  

A short video of the 

Breakout EDU in action 

is available on the HMS 

website.

Learn about new tools 

through technology 

mini-lessons.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFox6WkH-qo


Marking Period 3

Continue research with 

teacher, library media 

specialist, and tech coach.

Select technology 

to creatively present 

research to an 

audience.

Plan final 

presentation.



Marking Period 4

Finish research. Present findings at 

end-of-year 

showcase.

Receive recognition 

and honors cords at 

Moving Up Day 

ceremony.



2018 Research Topics from Lew-Port Students:

• Why is racism still relevant in the US today?

• Does social media benefit society?

• What are the necessary action steps in starting a bakery?

• How does music therapy affect a person's well being?

• How can emergency room wait times be minimized?

• How does sleep deprivation affect an individual 
physically and mentally?

• How does one create and publish an IOS app?

• What is the most effective way to tell if someone is lying?

• Can we make a soccer ball that behaves on a gym floor 
like it would outdoors on turf?





Band/Chorus/Orchestra

Band/Chorus/Orchestra

CAP/RTI/Academic Support



Questions about the Capstone Project may be directed to:

Elaine Thomas, Principal (ethomas@ktufsd.org)

Jeffery Kleismit, ELA Teacher (jkleismit@ktufsd.org)

Rebecca LaRoach, Guidance Counselor (rlaroach@ktufsd.org)

https://giphy.com/gifs/mario-miguel-e-xUOxfjsW9fWPqEWouI?utm_source=media-link&utm_medium=landing&utm_campaign=Media Links&utm_term=

